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voice to victims of domestic abuse and 
other crimes that sadly occur on a na-
tional scale. 

The Violence Against Women Act, 
VAWA, a piece of legislation working 
to improve responses to domestic vio-
lence, is one of the major initiatives 
the caucus works on to protect, reau-
thorize, and expand the needs for this 
sad occurrence around our country. 

In my district, we have several orga-
nizations, including the Central Cali-
fornia Legal Services, Choice Women 
Empowerment, Centro La Familia, and 
Valley Crisis Center, in addition to the 
Marjaree Mason Center working non-
stop to provide safety and support of 
domestic violence survivors. 

I would like to thank Marjaree Ma-
son’s family for the continuous support 
and commitment to expanding the mis-
sion of its center over the past 40 
years. Former Sheriff Steve Magarian 
and so many others continue to con-
tribute to this important work that 
this center does, for domestic violence 
is still sadly prevalent in every com-
munity, affecting more than 10 million 
people each year in the United States. 

We must continue to fight to ensure 
that no one in our valley and in our 
Nation suffers the same fate that 
Marjaree Mason faced. We must con-
tinue to work together to end domestic 
violence once and for all. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF DAMON P. 
NELSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life and legacy 
of my friend, Damon Nelson, who 
passed away only a few days ago. 
Damon was a gifted individual who 
dedicated his life to serving his coun-
try. 

A short time after graduating from 
college, Damon enlisted into the 
United States Air Force as an in-flight 
refueling specialist. Damon distin-
guished himself in the Persian Gulf 
War for which he was awarded an Air 
Medal and three Air Achievement Med-
als. 

Yet Damon’s service to his country 
did not end when he left the Air Force. 
For the past 15 years, Damon has 
worked as a senior level congressional 
aide here in Congress, first in Congress-
man NUNES’ office and most recently as 
staff director of the House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence. 

Mr. Speaker, we are all shaken and 
heartbroken by the news of Damon’s 
untimely passing. He was loved by all 
who knew him for his good humor, his 
cheerful optimism, and his friendly 
personality. You could always count on 
Damon to lend a hand or provide some 
much-needed guidance. 

At work he earned a reputation as a 
highly intelligent and enthusiastic 
doer capable of attacking any chal-
lenge that came through the door. 

Damon Nelson will be remembered as a 
loving husband and a gifted individual 
who dedicated his life to public service 
and as a good friend. 

My prayers are with his wife, Dana; 
his family; his colleagues; and his 
many, many friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. WENSTRUP). 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with both sadness 
and pride that I rise to honor Damon 
Nelson. America lost a great patriot at 
too young of an age. Damon dedicated 
nearly his entire life to public service 
and always put service above self. He 
understood that freedom comes at a 
high price, and he dedicated his life to 
defending freedom for the next genera-
tion. 

He believed that our country is worth 
sacrificing for and that freedom is 
worth fighting for. As Mr. HOLDING 
said, he served in the U.S. Air Force as 
an in-flight refueling specialist and 
was a veteran of the Persian Gulf War 
where he earned the Air Medal and 
three Air Achievement Medals. 

Damon began his service on Capitol 
Hill working for his home district, the 
22nd District of California. I know 
Damon for his exemplary service as the 
staff director for the House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence. 
Damon helped guide our committee 
and indeed our country through a tu-
multuous time with an unfailing com-
mitment to seeking the truth and 
doing the right thing. 

His calm leadership approach is an 
example to all of us. At moments 
where it seems like things may be fall-
ing apart, Damon was there with a joke 
and a laugh to hold the group together. 
He often used sarcasm with us when we 
needed it most, and he was a statesman 
when we needed it most. His kind and 
patient demeanor earned Damon the 
respect of everyone he knew. In a polit-
ical climate that is often difficult, he 
kept sight on the fact that we are all 
Americans. 

Indeed, all of us who knew Damon 
will sorely miss his strategic mind, 
warm personality, and genuine concern 
for others. My heart is with Damon’s 
wife, Dana, and his family. I pray God’s 
healing grace will be with them during 
this difficult time. 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
HURD). 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that we say goodbye to 
Damon Nelson, an Air Force veteran, a 
tireless public servant, and a friend to 
so many. 

I was fortunate enough to know 
Damon through my role on the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence 
where he protected some of the Na-
tion’s most classified information and 
navigated complicated national secu-
rity issues with absolute confiden-
tiality and professionalism during a 
highly polarizing and rocky time. 
Damon provided a steady hand when 
our country needed it most. 

I want his wife, Dana, to know that 
her family is bigger than she may real-
ize, and we all love her so very much. 

Ernest Hemingway said: ‘‘Every 
man’s life ends the same way. It is only 
the details of how he lived and how he 
died that distinguish one man from an-
other.’’ 

Damon did much to distinguish him-
self in this life, and he is finally home. 
We will miss him. 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from the great State 
of Arkansas (Mr. CRAWFORD), who is 
my colleague and friend. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this morning to join my colleagues in 
celebrating the life of Damon Nelson. 

While I have only served on the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence for a short time, I grew to 
know, respect, and cherish Damon as a 
professional and as a friend. Our work 
on the committee is some of the most 
challenging and rewarding I have done 
since being elected to this body and is 
supported almost entirely by a loyal 
staff whose dedication to the American 
people is second to none. 

As staff director, Damon set the tone 
and direction of committee staff who 
work closely with us as members and 
others in the House. He always greeted 
us with a smile and positive attitude. 
His leadership ensured we were fully 
equipped and prepared for every caucus 
meeting, hearing, or legislative issue. 
His staff saw him as a leader who want-
ed us to have the best, most accurate 
information and preparation for our 
work. They followed him with trust 
and appreciation for his approach to 
his work. 

As you have heard, he served in the 
Air Force and deployed to the Persian 
Gulf War where he earned numerous 
medals. Over the following years, he 
moved on to serve in the Capitol here. 
Over the next many years, Damon 
moved up and eventually took the 
helm of the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence at a tumultuous 
time for this Chamber and for our 
country. His poise, his character, his 
attitude, and his care for our country 
shined through in recent years as this 
committee worked on some extremely 
sensitive and public matters. Not once 
did Damon put his own interests above 
anyone else’s. He simply sought to 
serve his country through his role on 
this committee and in this body. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish him and his fam-
ily the best. 

f 

NAFTA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, Ohio’s 
jobs and trade message to our Nation is 
as loud and clear as it always has been: 
trade must be about people, not just 
goods. 

The job and wage destruction due to 
the original NAFTA continues to re-
verberate across our State and the 
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